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· Schools work best when they work with families and communities.

· The income achievement gap has grown significantly in the last three decades.

· But the black/white reading achievement gap shrunk by half during this same time period.

· Poor kids have been losing ground.

· Sastry & Pebley (2010) note that the mother’s reading level was a better predictor of children’s reading levels than was family income.

· But the SES (socio-economic status) of the neighborhood the child lived in was the second best predictor.

· Neumann (2013) – contrasts two neighborhoods:  one poor, one rich.  There were 13 children’s books in the rich neighborhood for every child that lived there.  In the poor neighborhood there was one book for every 20th child.

· The number of books in a home was a significant predictor of reading achievement even when income, parental education, language used in the home and other factors were controlled.  Home environment almost as large as SES as a predictor.

· Word exposure from conversations at home per year…

· poor:  13 million words

· working class:  26 million words

· professional class:  45 million words

· Schools differ but perhaps most importantly schools enrolling many children from low-income families have less money per student than schools that enroll mostly middle-class kids.

· Best data collection is at Wal Mart!  Walk around and listen to the difference in the way certain mothers talk to their children.  He has been known to walk around wal-mart and write down the words people say to their little ones.

· Teachers in high-poverty schools have less teaching experience than teachers in middle-class schools.

· Pribesh, Gavigan & Dickinsen, 2011 –They found “alarmingly, that the students most need – those attending schools with the highest concentrations of students living in poverty – had the fewest school library resources to draw upon.” They gave 15 free books to free lunch kids before the end of the year.  No other requirement.  They just got books.  When the students returned in the fall, their scores went up.

· On average middle-class schools ordered 1400 new books every year while high-poverty schools ordered 600.

· The district he worked with allowed kids to bring library books home w/o a due date.  They lost 20% of their books, but scores went up.  

· The single thing children from low-income families need most is the opportunity to actually read.

· And the opportunity to talk about what they have read.

· Foorman, ET, Al, 2006 Documented how teachers spent their time in the actual reading lesson for 1st grade.  They found that time allocated to text reading loaded positively on its own factor while time spent in preparation to read and giving directions loaded negatively.  

