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· Fluency is reading aloud fast and accurate. (early definition)

· Later on, we added…

· expression

· rate

· they have to have comp with fluency

· It’s the ability to decode and comprehend the text at the same time.

· It’s the bridge between identifying words and constructing meaning.

· 1 minute reading assessments-

· It gives us something, but hardly scrapes the surface with how fluent the kid really is. That’s just fast reading and that’s it.  It’s just rate.  We have to look at the deep construct of fluency.

Fast Forward To The Common Core –

· There is recognition of a deep construct of fluency

· In the k-5 reading foundational skills, fluency is the fourth item listed at each grade level

He addressed the topic of text complexity.  It’s great politics, but they need to go into the classrooms and see the reality of what’s going on in real classrooms everyday.  We have over 70 years of research saying we have to give kids a lot of books they can read.  We can’t ignore this research.  This is the one part of the CC that is going to be the most difficult for teachers to implement.  


-We need to be mindful of how the pendulum swings in education.  

· We are so concerned with fluency when older students are expected to do more and more silent reading?

· Silent reading and prosody are connected.  

· Prosodic reading is a hallmark of fluency...if we don’t read with expression we can’t comprehend.  

· There is a growing body of research that shows silent reading plays a role in developing prosody…we have an inner voice in our heads to do this.  

· Supersegmental prosodic sensitivity 

(we read the sentence:  The old man the boat.

· Elements of Prosody

· phrasing

· stress

· tone

· pitch

· intonation

· volume

· punctuation

· How do we teach this?

· Read alouds – they are critical.  Read aloud with prosody…change voices with characters, use different voices, rate.  Model all of this.

1.  Fluency development lesson – (page 6 of handout) –  (Zannini’s thoughts) This activity would fit really well with classrooms that are doing the Great Poetry Race….could be done on Monday when they receive their poem for the week.  RTI students can bring their poems to group and we can re-teach it, provide more scaffolding and modeling.

2.  Paired or Partner Reading -  

· Student self-managed repeated reading (page 8)

· 1.  select materials we’ve used in small group instruction..close to their independent reading levels.  

· 2.  Pair up students…assign them so you have a skilled with non-skilled for reader and listener

· 3.  Place them around the room.

· 4.  Reader reads and listener underlines errors with a colored pencil.  Student listener then asks questions.  

· 5.  The reader then does the self-assessment and sets a goal.

· 6.  They keep the poem and reread the poem or passage at least up to 5 times. Success builds success.

3.  Have them use your phone or tape recorder to record their reading.  

· app – recording 2…search for “recording” and look for “Lin Fei”

· another app – forever note

· They can read into the phone and record their voice

4.  Reader’s Theater – page 8 has a great set of resources to find scripts.  


aaronshep.com/rr  has free scripts available

5.  Performance Poetry 

*To strengthen our practices…


-use a variety of approaches


- DO NOT over-rely on commercial programs

 
- Remember that students lacking fluency may need to be taught foundational skills


- embrace a deep construct of fluency

