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· What does it mean to be CC ready in K-2?

-Our kids are now the hunters and gatherers.  We used to gather and give.  The tables have turned.

 - What do we do when our kids don’t learn at each grade?

A few stats – 


About 1 child out of 24 will come to kindergarten reading.


About 7 out of 24 will read regardless of what we do


About 7 out of 24 will require more support…in class


About 7 out of 24 will need extensive outside of the classroom help


About 1 out of 24 will be SPED

· 1 in every 6 students not reading at grade level by 3rd grade does not graduate high school by age 19 – four times the rate of proficient readers. (Hernendez)

*There is ample research that says the early years will lay the groundwork for later years.  

*Intervention isn’t the answer; we need to get it right from the very beginning…look at a prevention model of good instruction first.

* How well we teach is how well they learn.

1.  They must have foundational skills –


Print Concepts, Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Word Rec, Fluency

2.  Kathy has taught 39 years, but each year has never been the same in 39 years.  Our research keeps changing…new research changes what we do everyday.  We have to be constant readers and learners to do what’s best for our kids.

3.  Our biggest problem high schools are seeing now are students that understand the content, but can’t read the complex text in front of them.  They have to now cite evidence from multiple sources, synthesize…etc.  Where does that start?  The lower grades.

4.  Too many of us teach predictable text for too long….each page is the same, except for last word.  The kids memorize words and think that’s what reading is.  They learn  early on how to guess.  Not a good way to start because this is where we get memorizers.  Memorizing isn’t reading.  Then, in 2nd grade they take a nose-dive.  

Example from an early reading text “I like to find tadpoles.  I like to find fish.  I like to find trees….etc.”

They don’t know long vowels in “like” and compound words like “tadpoles” or irregular sounds in “find.”  

We need to give them text like:


“The Gull adds fluff.”  

(picture of seagull in a nest.  There is no way they can figure out the word fluff by looking at the picture of the nest)


“The gulls fuss.”

They learn 1-2 high frequency words at a time.  They also read the letter sounds they’ve already been taught.  The pictures can’t give them the word.  They have to attack the word.  They have no choice but to stare at the word and attack it.  Teach the high frequency words that go with whatever phonics you are currently teaching.  With the word “like”…it’s a sight word, but also decodable.  Save this type of word for when you are teaching long vowels with an “e” at the end.  

*We have to be more mindful of the words we are throwing at them at the early ages, especially the sight words.

*We don’t withhold sight words, but right at the beginning we want it to be 100% decodable because they are learning what to do.  They should not be guessing at any words at this level.  They have to learn that reading is attacking words and decoding sounds.  Once they get their feet off the ground with decodable text, then slowly start introducing the sight words, but link them together by phonics types.  They need to be explicitly taught the purpose for sight words or they will be confused.

*These early readers need very few words that they have to memorize (said, the, my…etc)

· These kiddos need complex text that is totally decodable.  Around 2nd grade is when you wean them off the highly decodable texts and on into chapter books and multi-syllabic words.

Why the emphasis on complex text in these early grades?

· They have to have the vocab and the content from these books.  

· We have to get them into complex texts, but the answer isn’t giving them books that are too hard for them.  The research is clear….they have to be reading books within their instructional level regardless of what new speakers are trying to argue.  Scaffolding is what they need and the research to support that goes back decades.  

For Beginning readers –

1.  They have to be engaging, cumulatively decodable text while mastering decoding.

2.  Read-aloud text, above grade-level, to develop concepts and language. (1-2 years above what they can read on their own)

3.  Give them grade-level text experiences with mediation. (lots of nonfiction)

*Whatever texts we choose, it has to match what they are learning either with a strategy…etc.  Try pairing the texts with what they are learning in science/social studies.

In upper grades…

4th grade it should be 50% fictional and 50% informational

5th and beyond – higher % of informational and less of fictictional

*Give the beginning readers decodable text that’s a bit higher…chunk it with them, I read, you read, dissect the words and discuss the phonics…etc.  We can no longer keep our a,’s, b’s, c’s isolated within those types texts.  They are missing out!  they have to have exposure to complex texts but with a high level of scaffolding and support.

