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Open This Book – Great children’s book to introducing the love of reading.

1.  A portrait of a reader who meets common core –

· becomes a self-directed learner/independent

· builds content knowledge

· adjusts communication based on audience, task, and purpose

· values evidence from the text

· uses technology

· seeks to understand others perspectives

2.  How do we guide ALL our readers to meet the standards?  How do we engage them with passion?

· We need teachers who know their interests, strengths, and needs.  During our meetings, ask “What does this child like…what are their interests?”  I bet this topic never comes up.  

· Make data-based decisions

· differentiate our reading instruction

· select texts that will compel readers to think!

· Pinpoint an instructional focus

· Scaffold.  We have to scaffold instruction. period.  Giving kids all complex texts only just doesn’t make sense.

(She refers the Jan Richardson Book)

Where do we start?

(Whole Group)


1.  What are they interested in? 

· Many reluctant readers are artists.  Let them draw a pic of anything, then write about it.

· Do a Reading Interest Survey…let the little ones draw their answers

· Let kids talk about their interests with each other…make anchor charts of what they all like and let them help each other find books for each other.

· Take interest survey info and use it in whole class, small group, and individual conferences.

· Know your books!  You can’t teach point of view unless the book you use has many points of view..etc.

· Have your class library into sections by level, series books, graphic novels, etc.

· Find them books that you think they will love, place a sticky note on the book…”Albert I think you will love reading this comic book,.  Have fun reading!”  

· They MUST have books they are interested in and CAN read.  

· Leave them alone…just let them read a lot once they get into a book they love!!

**Remember that we are not teaching Guided Reading.  We are guiding readers.**

3 Steps to Effective Guided Reading

1.  Start with the running record.  Don’t just get a level.  Observe the child read.  Find out the book they are reading…talk with them.  Have them point to the important parts.  What are they doing as a reader?  What can I do to get them to a higher level?  We waste too much money on programs that we think will get a child there. Why not save money and spend it on good PD and great books for kids?

2.  Pick what the child needs to learn that day? Then, coach for…


monitor, decode, fluency, comp, vocab?

3.  Match the text to your focus.  Go into the book room and get books for your groups that will match what that kid or group needs.

**Cheap decodable books…science readers from scholastic beginning with level A are great to use.  Also get the vocab science readers with scholastic**

Fly Guy books – great for fluency

**Whenever you plan your lessons….always, always, put engagement first.**

Frogs Lunch and My Lucky Day, Badgers Fancy Meal – These two books have a basic beginning, middle, and end for retelling.  Use “somebody, wanted, but, so” to guide the retell.

For inferring – use poetry….take a poem and take the title off the poem!

Kids need to be reading 50% of the time during your guided reading lesson.  Give descriptive feedback.  Integrating reading, writing, and word study into the lesson.  Don’t group them by a, b, c, etc.  Who has time for that?  Group them by A/B, C/D…etc.  Or better yet…group them by the needs they have.

1.  Pinpoint a focus

2.  Select a picture book to teach them …she mentioned chapter books are hard to use for quick groups because they are too long.

*Ask BIG questions!  She gave them a book on planets and told them some of the info in the book are no longer accurate…”lets look at copyright date”…etc.  Then they analyze it, they write about it.  This is Common Core.  Have these conversations with them.

*Use Reader’s response journals with them even in lowest grades.  Write a question to them about the story they are reading at the top of their page.  Let them write or draw a response.  This is a great way to send them back to their seats after a group. Then go over their responses when you meet again as a group or individaully.

What are the other kids doing?  We must do a reader’s workshop whatever the model we choose.

She uses a strategy called…


Explore the W.O.R.L.D – This is a big wheel on the wall and she turns the wheel for each rotation…centers approach.  

· write – goes right with writers workshop, but also has books they can write about it

· observe – This is where she fits in science and s.studies content into LA

· read

· Listen

· Be a word detective – vocab and phonics

All of these stations need to be explicitly taught.

Start with wordless books and teach inferring.  Do a lot of work with wordless books and teach them how to read a wordless book early in the year for our lowest readers.

